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Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain
The Five Basic Component Skills of Drawing
There are five basic skills to drawing according to Betty Roberts namely; the perception of seeing and drawing edges, shapes, relationships, lights and shadows and the whole. We will describe the skills one at a time to understand its functionalities and features. 
The first skill is the seeing and drawing of edges. Edges are the boundaries that demarcate the area of interest in a drawing. In drawing a simple line is a boundary between two areas. The problem is that in reality there are no clear edges that appear like lines. There are very soft to very sharp edges and the only way to achieving a real drawing is paying close attention. Achievement of real drawings is a product of accurate representation of lights and darks, however, the edges must be varying to represent the real picture.
The perception of shapes is the third basic component skill in drawing. This perception is based on the development of the negative parts of the image rather than the actual image. The negative parts of a picture are not imaginable by the mind and hence are represented rather accurately because the mind only draws what it can see and avoids assumption. In this way, the image appears magically out of drawing the spaces that are not the image. This technic immobilizes the preconceived knowledge of what you drawing.  
The third skill is the perception of the relationship. The relationship between the drawing and the surrounding is evident as they change each other automatically. These change might be an allusion or a reality. In reality, a drawing might appear it needs to be darker although it is already dark, however its surrounds are the ones that need to be adjusted. The relationship between edges and shapes is also a consideration. The shapes of a drawing and the appearance of the edges are supposed to be in perfect harmony. Measured up in a basic unit to ensure no exaggeration's on certain parts of the drawing. 
The seeing and drawing of lights and shadows is the fourth perception of drawing. This is the most important skill in drawing and painting. The look on a drawing is dependent upon the lighting and darkness of the background and certain parts of the drawing. If we look at the object being drawn in reality, we make out its shapes by the way light falls upon it. Therefore, if those lights are drawn incorrectly, then the shapes will not be right. If light shines on an object from the left, the shadows are formed to the right where light has been blocked. Inaccurate seeing and drawing of values make the drawing inconsistent with the reality.
The fifth perception is the whole also called gestalt which means unified whole. As the name suggests, it is the wholesome incorporation of the previous four steps. Here you step back and look at the wholesome image and assess its correspondences with the individual steps. Initially, the artists would focus on a small section and do it perfectly, however, with all the section added up there may not be harmony in the pieces. It is therefore important to step back from every step and assess the whole picture and ensure you produce a coherent and harmonious drawing or painting. Drawing out the exterior and focusing on the image to produce the interior.
Why are reading and drawing considered "Twin Skills?"
Reading and drawing are considered to be "Twin Skills" because they have a resemblance in engagement from simple basic skills. The five basic skills of drawing we learned can be compared to the "A B C's" in reading. They form the foundation to which reading starts, it's nurtured, mastered and developed. When it is fully matured one can now upgrade to literature, poetry, history of English among others. The same application is drawing. After one master the basic skills of drawing, with the confidence, they move to the advanced skill like memory drawing, imaginative drawing to solving infinite problems that relate to drawing.
Summary of My Thoughts on the Importance of Drawing
The basic skills of drawing have a significant importance in creating a foundation upon which every designer and artist should start. The basics describe what a beginner in the drawing is supposed to focus on. This will create a strong ability for the learner to develop his drawing skills. The consistent following of the basic skills will allow the young drawer to grow his confidence in the interpretation of the information in a picture, draw conclusions using different technics, analyze the picture using the different forms of understands and theories taught and finally be able to draw and present a consistent and harmonious drawing.
The identification of a light and dark in a picture together with how to relate the edges with the value of drawing is another important aspect. This helps to develop an exact replica of the picture in drawing through careful analyses and manipulation of light and darkness. The artist will identify this through following the Basic components of drawing.
The other important aspect of the drawing of the picture from the negative to develop the positive. The perception of spaces where you draw the exterior parts that do not make up your image. This allows accuracy in drawing compared to drawing the real image as the mind can preconceive the intended drawing. The uneven shapes are carefully and unconsciously drawn and eventually, the image appears. This ideal develops the confidence of the artist to develop any form of drawing from the negative and also an easy way for memorizing the drawings they can draw from both directions, negatively and positively.
The most captivating of all the ways of basic components of drawing is the training on different approaches to understanding the picture you intend to draw. This is easily done in two ways, the first is to squint and the second is turn the picture upside down or to different degrees. The Squinting is looking at the picture with partially closed eyes. It decreases the amount of light that gets into the eye making it easier to focus on the object removing unnecessary rays of light which aren't from the image. It helps improve sight momentarily. The inversion of the picture from an upright mode makes the eye focus outside the image more and also change the falling of light on one part of the image. These will help develop a better understanding of the image at hand.
[bookmark: _GoBack]How the skill of drawing relates to my ability as a future designer
The basics component skills of drawing have enlightened my mind as a future designer by giving me the fundamental foundations related to drawing. The foundation of a thing as a good as what it can deliver. It is, therefore, true to say that, my ability as a designer in future will be quality and efficient as I have the knowledge of the basics of drawing. I can be able to critically analyze an image and produce the best drawing using the five perceptions. I will be able to relate the value of the edge and shape of an image to the light and darkness, the draw a clear image with reference to the whole original picture. 
